
DR. BINDESHWAR PATHAK (POSTHUMOUS)

 Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, the Founder of Sulabh International Social Service Organisation, is 
widely recognised in India and the world for developing a low-cost two-pit pour-flush toilet system and 
leading the nationwide social sanitation and reform movement since 1970.

2. Born on 02 April, 1943, in Rampur Bhagel, Bihar, Dr. Pathak, after graduating in 1964, 
worked as a teacher before joining the Bihar Gandhi Centenary Celebration Committee in 1968, where 
he was asked to restore the human rights and dignity of untouchables. In 1985, he completed his 
doctorate from Patna University and in 1994 was awarded D.Litt for his work on “Eradication of 
Manual Scavenging and Environmental Sanitation in India. - a Sociological study.”

3. Dr. Pathak's work had a dual impact on culture and community. Culturally, he used his toilet 
model to advocate behaviour change by encouraging millions to adopt hygienic and safe sanitation 
practices and good health. To achieve this, he led a door-to-door campaign to motivate and educate 
the beneficiaries to convert their bucket latrines into Sulabh toilets. He also introduced the concept of 
pay and use public toilets, and the first public toilet was built by Sulabh in Patna in 1974.

4. Dr. Pathak was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi for community work. He dedicated his life to 
tirelessly working for the human rights of the manual scavengers, from the lowest stratum caste-
based system and were primarily women. His actions aimed at rehabilitating manual scavengers, 
resorting to their dignity by providing alternative employment through skill development, present an 
inspiring example of promoting peace, tolerance, and empowerment of women. 

5. Dr. Pathak strongly advocated Prime Minister's flagship programme, Swachh Bharat Mission. 
He significantly promoted his vision of making India free of open defecation and raising awareness 
about Swachhata. His organisation, Sulabh International, was awarded the International Gandhi 
Peace Prize (2016) for its contribution to improving the condition of sanitation in India and the 
emancipation of manual scavengers. In 2016 Shri Pathak became the Brand Ambassador of the 
Swachh Rail Mission of Indian Railways.

6. Dr. Pathak also contributed to improving widows' living conditions in the holy towns of 
Vrindavan and Varanasi. His initiative for widows at the behest of the Supreme Court of India in 2012 
was to emancipate the widows from all kinds of deprivations, restrictions and humiliations and 
preserve their dignity. He improved their shelter homes and further created provisions for their 
medical and livelihood needs.

7. Dr. Pathak won several national and international awards for his seminal contributions. 
Prominent Awards include Padma Bhushan from the Government of India (1991), The International 
Saint Francis Prize for Environment (1992), and the Stockholm Water Prize by Stockholm International 
Water Institute (2009), Public Health Champion Award by WHO in New Delhi; '2016 Humanitarian 
Award' by New York Global Leaders Dialogue; '23  Nikkei Asia Prize' in Japan etc. The Time  rd magazine
selected him as one of the Heroes of the Environment for developing a low-cost toilet. He was ranked by 
The Economist (November 2015) amongst the World's Top 50 diversity figures in public life. Mayor of the 
City of New York, declared April 14, 2016, as 'DR. BINDESHWAR PATHAK DAY'. 

8. Dr. Pathak passed away on 15  August, 2023.th

Padma Vibhushan



M‚- ns oj ikBd ¼ej.kksijkar½foU ’

 lqyHk baVjus'kuy lks'ky lÆol v‚xZukbts'ku ds laLFkkid M‚- nsoj ikBd dks de ykxr okyh Vw fiV iksvj ¶y'k foU
'kkSpky; ç.kkyh fodflr djus vkSj 1970 ls ns'kO;kih lkekftd LoPNrk vkSj lqèkkj vkanksyu dk usr`Ro djus ds fy, Hkkjr vkSj 
nqfu;k Hkj esa tkuk tkrk gSA

2-  02 vçSy] 1943 dks fcgkj ds jkeiqj Hkxsy esa tUes M‚- ikBd us 1964 esa Lukrd dh fMxzh çkIr djus ds ckn ,d f'k{kd 
ds :i esa dke fd;k] blds ckn og 1968 esa fcgkj xkaèkh 'krkCnh lekjksg lfefr esa 'kkfey gq,] tgka mUgsa vLi`'; tkfr ds 
ekuokfèkdkjksa vkSj lEeku dks cgky djus dk dke lkSaik x;kA 1985 esa] mUgksaus iVuk foÜofo|ky; ls M‚DVjsV dh mikfèk iwjh dh 
vkSj 1994 esa ÞHkkjr esa eSuqvy LdSosaÇtx ds mUewyu vkSj i;kZoj.k LoPNrk & ,d lekt'kkL=h; vè;;uÞ ij muds dk;Z ds fy, 
mUgsa Mh-fyV ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA

3-  M‚- ikBd ds ç;klksa dk laL—fr vkSj leqnk; ij nksgjk çHkko iM+kA lkaL—frd :i ls] mUgksaus yk[kks a yksxksa dks LoPN 
vkSj lqjf{kr lsfuVs'ku çSfDVl rFkk vPNs LokLF; dks viukus ds fy, çksRlkfgr djrs gq, O;ogkj esa cnyko ykus ds fy, vius 
'kkSpky; e‚My dk bLrseky fd;kA bl mís'; dks çkIr djus ds fy,] mUgksaus ykHkkÆFk;ksa dks vius ckYVh 'kkSpky;ksa dks lqyHk 
'kkSpky;ksa esa cnyus ds fy, çsfjr djus vkSj f'kf{kr djus ds fy, ?kj&?kj vfHk;ku pyk;kA og iSls nsdj lkoZtfud 'kkSpky; 
dk bLrseky djus dk fopkj Hkh ysdj vk, vkSj lqyHk dk igyk lkoZtfud 'kkSpky; 1974 esa iVuk esa cuk;k x;kA

4-  M‚- ikBd lkeqnkf;d dk;ks± ds fy, egkRek xkaèkh ls çsfjr gq,A mUgksaus gkFk ls eSyk <ksus okyksa] tks tkfr&vkèkkfjr O;oLFkk ds 
lcls fupys rcds ls vkrs Fks vkSj muesa eq[; :i ls efgyk,a FkÈ] ds ekuokfèkdkjksa ds fy, vFkd ç;kl esa viuk thou leÆir dj fn;kA 
muds ç;klksa dk mís'; Fkk] gkFk ls eSyk <ksus okyksa dk iquokZl] dkS'ky fodkl ds ekè;e ls oSdfYid jkstxkj çnku djds mudk lEeku 
cgky djuk] 'kkafr] lfg".kqrk rFkk efgykvksa ds l'kf dj.k dks c<+kok nsus dk ,d çsjd mnkgj.k çLrqr djukADr

5-  M‚- ikBd us çèkkuea=h ds çeq[k dk;ZØe LoPN Hkkjr fe'ku dh iqjtksj odkyr dhA mUgksaus Hkkjr dks [kqys esa 'kkSp ls 
eq  cukus vkSj LoPNrk ds ckjs esa tkx:drk c<+kus ds vius –f"Vdks.k dks [kwc c<+kok fn;kA muds laxBu lqyHk baVjus'kuy dks Dr
Hkkjr esa LoPNrk dh fLFkfr esa lqèkkj vkSj gkFk ls eSyk <ksus okyksa ds m)kj esa ;ksxnku ds fy, varjjk"Vªh; xkaèkh 'kkafr iqjLdkj 
¼2016½ ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA 2016 esa Jh ikBd Hkkjrh; jsyos ds LoPN jsy fe'ku ds czkaM ,acslMj cus A

6-  M‚- ikBd us ifo= 'kgjksa oÙnkou vkSj okjk.klh esa foèkokvksa dh thou n'kk lqèkkjus esa Hkh ;ksxnku fn;kA 2012 esa Hkkjr 
ds mPpre U;k;ky; ds vkns'k ij foèkokvksa ds fy, mudh igy dk mís'; foèkokvksa dks lHkh çdkj ds vHkkoksa] çfrcaèkksa vkSj 
vieku ls eq  djkuk vkSj mudk lEeku cuk, j[kuk FkkA mUgksaus muds vkJ; x`gksa dh voLFkk lqèkkjh vkSj mudh fpfdRlk rFkk Dr
vkthfodk dh t:jrksa ds fy, çkoèkku Hkh cuk,A

7-  M‚- ikBd dks muds ekSfyd ;ksxnku ds fy, dÃ jk"Vªh; vkSj varjjk"Vªh; iqjLdkj feys gSaA çeq[k iqjLdkjksa esa Hkkjr ljdkj ls 
in~e Hkw"k.k ¼1991½] i;kZoj.k ds fy, varjjk"Vªh; lsaV Ýkafll iqjLdkj ¼1992½] vkSj LV‚dgkse varjjk"Vªh; ty laLFkku }kjk LV‚dgkse 
ty iqjLdkj ¼2009½] uÃ fnYyh esa MCY;w,pvks }kjk lkoZtfud LokLF; pSafi;u iqjLdkj( U;w;‚dZ Xykscy yhMlZ Mk;y‚x }kjk *2016 
áweSfuVsfj;u vokMZ*( tkiku esa *23oka fuôsÃ ,f'k;k iqjLdkj* vkfn gSaA de ykxr okyk 'kkSpky; fodflr djus ds fy, Vkbe if=dk us 
mUgsa i;kZoj.k ds uk;dksa esa ls ,d pqukA mUgsa n bdksu‚feLV ¼uoacj 2015½ }kjk lkoZtfud thou esa foÜo dh 'kh"kZ 50 fofoèkrkiw.kZ 
'kf[l;rksa esa LFkku fn;k x;kA U;w;‚dZ flVh ds es;j us 14 vçSy] 2016 dk *M‚- ÇcnsÜoj ikBd fnol** ?kksf"kr fd;kAs  *

8- 15 vxLr 2023 dks M‚- ikBd dk fuèku gks x;k A

in~e foHkw”k.k


